Minutes

Howley Grange PTA Minutes

September 22, 2010
The meeting was called to order by Nicki Bolton at 7:05 p.m.
	In attendance
	
	Apologies

	Tracy Worton 
	
	Julie Hendrickson

	Liz Cottle
	
	Rebecca Cobane

	Amanda Simons
	
	Martine Cook

	Anna McSporran
	
	Paula Bates

	Kate Wolstencroft
	
	Julie Egerton

	Sue Whitehouse
	
	Julia Cannings

	Dave Guest
	
	

	Sarah Coton
	
	

	Glen Nicholls
	
	

	Phil Graham
	
	

	Jayne Montgomery
	
	

	Doreen Corser
	
	

	Nic Cannings 
	- Secretary
	

	Zoe Cilliers 
	- Treasurer
	

	Zillah Williams 
	- Joint Chair
	

	Nicki Bolton 
	- Joint Chair
	

	Martin James
	- Head
	

	Simon Duncan
	- Deputy Head
	

	Dave Hill
	
	


Welcome / Introduction of New PTA Committee
Nicki welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the outgoing committee for all their hard work, then  introduced the new Committee members, who are:
Nicki Bolton – Joint Chair; Zillah Williams – Joint Chair; Zoe Cilliers – Treasurer; Nic Cannings – Secretary;
PTA’s Role / Brief Overview of where money is spent
Zillah highlighted the role Howley Grange PTA plays in providing financial support to the school and covered some of the schemes which the PTA have contributed to in the past such as the trim trail and new library,  as well as the most recent purchases of laptops for the school. Martin talked about the impact that the laptops have had, and also highlighted some of the areas in which future spending may be considered i.e. Forest Schools Initiative / more Laptops / additional accessories for the promethean activote system. Martin also enquired as to the progress of funding for Picnic Benches which the PTA had previously committed funds to. Zoe confirmed that the funds had been transferred for the picnic benches. 
The previous meetings minutes were circulated on a hardcopy and confirmed as an accurate record of the last meeting by Zoe.

Zillah and Nicki opened the floor for suggestions / ideas on which this year’s fundraising could be spent.

Martin said that there are a number of projects which the PTA has the option of supporting throughout the year. 

Glenn advocated promoting outdoor activity based projects and in particular liked the Poly Tunnel which is ready to be erected at the rear of the school.

Kate advocated the Forest Schools Initiative and agreed to bring in Photos and further information leaflets. Zillah asked about rough costings as Martin expressed a desire to have 4 members of staff Forest Schools trained. Kate suggested costs were approx. £800 for training. Martin suggested exploring the availability of a dvd on Forest School Initiative to be shown in a future meeting. Martin is currently gauging the extent to which the LEA will commit funds to training, at which point he will be in a better position to ask for support from PTA.

PTA agreed to support projects on a cases by case basis.
Forthcoming Events / Schedule for Year / Volunteers?
Nicki advised that the date of the family disco has been set for Friday 12th November  - a request was issued for volunteers to work on the night.
A working party meeting to determine roles and responsibilities was arranged for Thursday 14th October at 7.30pm. Dave Guest kindly offered the use of Halesowen Golf Club as the venue. The following people expressed an interest in attending: Kate; Sue; Zillah; Zoe; Anna; Sarah; Glen; Amanda; Doreen; Nic; and possibly Liz.
Santa’s Breakfast is set to be held on Saturday 4th December (For reception and years one & Two) – entertainment is again to be provided by Crackers the Clown. (As at time of going to press we are in need of a volunteer to play this year’s Santa as our previous Santa is unavailable). Nicki advised that the presents would be same as last year (book and selection box) and advised that these would be purchased in the next month or so to keep the perishables fresh. Kate suggested bringing the gifts into school for wrapping. Martin advised that the old staff room would be available as a “room of requirement”. Volunteers will be able to come in and take a bag of presents to wrap and bring back into school. – Nicki to co-ordinate
26th November was agreed as the School Mufti day for Christmas Hampers – children are asked to bring in a donation for the hampers in exchange for wearing their own clothes for the day. Volunteers will be needed to collect the donations – build the hampers – sell raffle tickets for the draw which will be made in the last week of term. This is always a very successful fundraiser. – Zillah to co-ordinate.

2011 schedule of events was mentioned briefly with the possibility of a quiz night and of course the ever popular Summer Fete.

Any Other Business / Schedule Date of Next PTA Meeting
Sue suggested circulating a parent mail invite to see if anyone else wishing to be included on the PTA email distribution list should email nic.cannings@googlemail.com
The next PTA meeting will be held in school and is set for 18th November at 7pm.

Meeting was closed at 8.11pm
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