7 September 2010
Dear Parents 

Firstly, welcome back – I hope you all had a super holiday and that you succeeded in finding a little bit of sun in between the rather persistent rain.

Over the next few days we will be sending home a variety of information / letters / forms (Tuesday and Thursday are ‘letter’days).  These will also be posted on our website www.howleygrange.co.uk which will be updated on a regular basis.  Those of you who have signed up for the ParentMail service will receive the majority of our letters as an email instead of a paper copy, except for forms which need to be returned to school.  Please remember to check your email inbox.  If you have not yet signed up for ParentMail but wish to do so, please collect a form from the school office.
Please make sure you complete and return the necessary forms via your child’s teacher as soon as possible.  Please also remember that any money sent in to school should be in a money-bag or sealed envelope with your child’s name and class clearly marked on it.
Breakfast Club has re-started this week. Children from all year groups are welcome, at a cost of 70p each.  On Tuesdays and Thursdays the front door is opened to children at 8.30am prompt and they should go straight to the Hall for breakfast with all their belongings.  At 8.50am they will be directed to line up outside with the rest of their class.  Please also note that the Milk Scheme is due to re-start next Monday, 13 September ~ it’s not too late to order for this term, letters are being sent out today, but please let us know by this Thursday, 9 September.
A reminder that dinner money is £1.75 per day (£8.75 / week) – this is handled by the kitchen but payments may be handed in to the school office / class teacher in a money-bag or sealed envelope with your child’s name and class clearly marked.  Cheques made payable to Dudley MBC are acceptable and can be written for a week / half-term / term.  From Tuesday 7 September there are 34 days to half-term and a further 35 days after half-term until we break for the Christmas holidays.
A programme of before- and after-school clubs organised by the school is being put together and details will be given out as soon as it is finalised.  Orchestra, choir  and recorders will not be starting until towards the end of September ~ letters will be given out.  We are also distributing flyers with details of other clubs, taking place both here and at other venues.

Our Curriculum Newsletters detailing what your children will be studying this term should be available by the end of this week.  Please take a moment to read this through as we do like parents to know what their children have been doing all day ~ even when the children themselves ‘can’t remember’ or say ‘I haven’t really done anything’!

Finally, as you are all aware, I consider easy communication between home and school to be of the utmost importance and I would urge all of you to always contact me immediately either personally or via the telephone, email or letter in the event of you having a query about anything to do with your child’s education and the general running of the school.  I would also like to thank all of you for supporting us regarding uniform ~ all the children are looking extremely neat and smart.
Yours sincerely

Martin James

Headteacher

